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My Dear St. Mary’s Parish Family, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

I’m writing you to officially introduce myself and my family. My name is 
Father Michael P. Sclafani. People have asked me what I prefer to be called. I 
really don’t care for “Fr. Mike”, and “Fr. Sclafani” sounds way too formal, so I 
prefer to simply go by “Fr. Michael”. I am the new Rector of St. Mary’s 
Anglican Church in Fresno, CA. After an extensive and exhaustive search 
process by the search committee and vestry of the parish, I was called to 
become the next Rector of St. Mary’s. I accepted that call and celebrated my 
first Mass as your new Rector on Easter morning April 12, 2009. I am 
absolutely thrilled to be your rector and am absolutely certain of God’s call to 
serve Him and his church here in Fresno. I want to thank you all for making 
me feel so welcome, comfortable, and loved! 
 
I am 46 years old and have been married to my lovely wife “Peppy” for the 
past 23 years. Peppy and I both grew up and met on Long Island NY where we 
were High School Sweethearts. She and I moved to South Florida shortly after 
we were married and she has been my “ministry partner” ever since. Peppy 
and I have wonderful 14 year old son named Andrew. Andrew is very much 
into music (he plays flute, electric guitar, and acoustic guitar) and he is into 
sports (soccer, track, and lacrosse especially).  
 
Peppy and Andrew are back east in Conway New Hampshire while Andrew 
finishes out the 8th grade. We have lived in NH for the past 10 years, and prior 
to that we lived in South Florida for 12 years. I will be flying back to NH in 
July and will be driving Peppy, Andrew, and our two English Shepherd dogs (BOLO and Annie) back to 
California and expect to be back July 13. We have purchased a home close to the church at 284 N. Fordham 
Ave. (Fresno, CA 93727) and are very excited about settling in and enjoying our new community. 
 
On January 6, 2007, the Primate of the Anglican Church in America, the Most Reverend George D. Langberg, 
ordained me to the Sacred Priesthood at Trinity Anglican Church in Rochester, NH. Bishop Langberg was 
assisted by the Right Reverend Dr. Brian R. Marsh, current Bishop of the Diocese of the Northeast, and Priests 
and Deacons from as far north as Maine, and as far south as New York. There were over 130 witnesses in 
attendance at that glorious event. Prior to moving to NH I completed two years of seminary studies through the 
School of Theology at the University of the South. After moving to NH I completed four additional years of 
seminary studies through the Diocese of the Northeast’s seminary program at Logos House of Theological 
Studies located in Brooksville, Maine. I hold a Regents Diploma from the University of NY at Albany, as well 
as Criminal Justice Certificates/Degrees from Indian River College in South Florida.  
 
I was ordained to the Transitional Diaconate on July 9, 2005. Once ordained a Deacon, I served as Curate of 

���������������������	���������������������	���������������������	���������������������	  

����������������������������������������� ���
������������������������������������������������������������� ���

� !"�#��$���������
��
%��
&""	'��""()**+�

,����
-����	+!�!�
office@stmarysfresno.com 

.��/�������%���.��/�������%���.��/�������%���.��/�������%���� ���
 

Weekend Worship Services  
Saturday at 6:30pm 
Sunday at 8:00am  
Sunday at 10:30am 

 

Coffee Fellowship after Mass 
 

Children's Sunday School 9:15am 
Adult Forum Sunday 9:15am 

 

Adult Bible Study/Christian Education 
Wednesday Evenings at 6:00pm 

 

Baptism and Confirmation  
Contact Fr. Michael for information 

 

Reconciliation / Confession  
by appointment 

 

Home and Hospital  
Visitations as requested 

 

The Church Office is open Tuesday 
thru Friday from 8:30am to 3:30pm 
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All Saints Anglican Church in Concord, NH (I planted that parish with our Canon Missioner) and as supply 
clergy for St. Luke’s Anglican Church in Amherst, NH; Trinity Anglican Church in Rochester, NH; St. Michael’s 
Anglican Church in Holderness, NH; St. John’s Anglican Church in Salem, NH; and St. Margaret of Scotland 
Anglican Church in Conway, NH. 
 
I am a former 10-year Police veteran. I served as a Patrol Officer, Field Training Officer, and later as Economic 
Crimes Detective for Port St. Lucie (FL) Police Department. Shortly after relocating to NH I accepted full time 
employment at the State of NH as a Legal Assistant and the Environmental Appeals Clerk at the NH Department 
of Environmental Services. And finally, Peppy and I also owned and operated a small Christian Pre-school in 
Concord, NH for six years. That school was called Little Saints Christian School. We very much miss that 
ministry but feel that God has called us to use our knowledge and experience to reach out the youth of our parish 
and our community. 
 
Since coming to St. Mary’s on April 12 I have seen such a tremendous and positive attitude of love and 
excitement. That attitude of love and excitement will most definitely continue in the coming months and years. I 
am confident that God has great plans for our parish family and I pray that you will be a part of this new and 
exciting ministry He has laid before us! 
 
On Sunday, September 20, 2009 at 4:00pm I will be formally instituted as the 4th Rector (and 3rd Fr. 
Michael) of St. Mary’s by the Rt. Reverend John-David Schofield, Bishop of the Diocese of San Joaquin. 
St. Mary’s is a very special family, and every member of that family is an extremely important part of that 
family, so please consider yourself invited to share in this very important event in the life of our church 
family. 
 
There are very exciting times ahead of us. St. Mary’s has demonstrated that she has the faith in Christ and the 
commitment necessary to make this parish a foundational rock in our diocese, a cornerstone parish in our 
community, a sanctuary of love and happiness for our current members, and a welcoming and loving home for 
future members. With your help we can make all that a reality in the coming months and years. St. Mary’s will be 
a house of prayer and of hope, and a catalyst of transformation and renewal. 
 
Some of my plans for 2009/2010 include the following: 
 
· We will continue to hold Sunday Worship Services each week at 8:00am and 10:30am (8:00am being Rite   
       II without music and 10:30am being a festive Rite II with music). 
· We will discern if God is calling us to make our Saturday 6:30pm Service part of our regular worship    
       schedule (Traditional Rite I). 
· We will add a monthly or a weekly Healing Service to our regular worship schedule starting this month. 
· We will focus on continuing to increase weekly attendance and church membership. 
· We will expand our Sunday School Program and increase our Sunday School attendance. 
· We will develop and implement a new Youth Group Program open to all youth in our community under the  
       leadership of Mike and Jennifer Ward. 
· We will continue to offer our Lay Ministry led Adult Sunday School Forum. 
· We will offer ongoing Wednesday Night Adult Christian Education and Bible Study. 
· We will expand opportunities for special mid-week Holy Day worship services. 
· We will expand our current lay ministries and welcome full participation by each and every member of our  
       parish family. 
· We will expand opportunities for spiritual retreats and other faith building events. 
· We will work with our sister parishes throughout our diocese by participating in special events that will                                         
       help deepen and strengthen our relationship with Christ and with each other. 
· We will focus on making the outside of our church facilities more welcoming and inviting. 
· We will develop and make available a new Membership Pictorial Directory. 
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Are you interested in donating Altar Flowers in memory of a 
special event or in memory someone special? Simply fill out 
this form, place it in an envelope with your donation, and 
drop it in the  collection plate on Sunday. You can take the 
flowers home after Mass if you like, or we will pass them on 
to brighten  
someone else's day! 
 
Name: _____________________________________________ 
 
Intention: ___________________________________________ 
 
Date I would like the flowers: ___________________________ 
 
Number of vases donated: ______________________________ 
(flowers cost $25 per vase)  
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Bramble Bush with Fr. Jack Faucett 
Saturday, July 18th  11-12:30 pm 

Parish Potluck- Luncheon 
Salads and Sandwiches 

 

This will be a lot of fun and it will be 
great to see Fr. Jack again! 

We will put our trust in Christ and allow Him to use us as He sees fit.  Some of these plans may sound like  
ambitious goals, and perhaps they are, but with God, all things are possible!  
 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, as we move into a new phase in the life of our parish in the months and years 
to come, I invite and challenge each of you to take up your cross and follow Christ wherever He chooses to 
lead us. He promises that if we surrender ourselves to His will, by putting our trust completely in Him, we will 
never be alone. By our faith we can move mountains! There is much work to do, the Harvest is plenteous and 
the laborers are few. We can’t do it alone, but we can do it with Christ. Will you join me in laboring in the 
field together under the direction of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? 
 

       In Christ’s love,     

       ��������	
���

����
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Fr. Michael P. Sclafani SSM, Rector 
rector@stmarysfresno.com 

 

Jeanine Werner, Sr. Warden 
jeanine@inreachtech.net 

 

Lisa Hunt, Jr. Warden & Clerk 
LLH@theworks.com 

 

Judy Wilson, Treasurer 
Judy@stmarysfresno.com 

 

Gene Bebb, Vestry Member 
 

Tom Metry, Vestry Member 
 

Jack Van Patten, Vestry Member 
 

Anthony Velez, Vestry Member 
 

Mike Ward, Vestry Member 
_______________ 

 
 

Debbie Bates, Parish Sexton 
 

Maryann Ratchford, Parish Administrator 
 

Music Ministry Team 
Deborah Boyett, Brenda Saicoe, Jeanine Werner 

 

Sunday School Team 
Debbie Bates, Sarah Hubert,  

Mary Lou Painter, Peppy Sclafani, Paula Velez 
 

Youth Group Team 
Mike & Jennifer Ward, Josh Metry,    

Cameron Ward, Fr. Michael & Peppy Sclafani,  

O my God, I believe in You, I hope in You,  
I love You. I grieve that I have so often 

offended You by my sins. I resolve 
henceforth, by Your grace and mercy,  

to lead a better life. Amen! 
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Dear Friends, 
 
We have come to one of those crossroads in our walk together, a long desired place on the Way – the ministry 
of a new rector.  What a joy to have someone to stand with us and lead us forward.  How grateful we are for 
the wonderful services and the joy of the future shining brightly.  We have learned so much over the past year 
and a half. We need to continue to remember and practice what we have learned. 
 
The world, our families, our children keep changing; we want to be a part of all that is happening.  In fact, we 
want to show how God has changed us to our families, friends and neighbors.  They will see God's love and 
joy in our lives. As we pray, let us seek God's help to keep learning new ways to give our lives to Him, to love 
Him and share His love and forgiveness in the world. 
 
The foundational piece of who we are as God's people is faith in Jesus Christ and what He revealed about God, 
summarized in the creeds, the 10 Commandments, and the Sacraments. How firm a foundation!   
 
The agape love that Jesus gives his disciples through the Holy Spirit is the only way we can navigate all the 
challenges that face us in our lives.  Let's determine that God's unselfish, all-encompassing love will continue 
to be our byword. 
 
Thank you for the privilege of being your senior warden through these days.  I have met God in a wonderful 
way and grown in love for Him, as we have served Him together.  Each of you has been an extraordinary ex-
ample and mighty blessing to St. Mary's and to me by your love and faithfulness. 
 
In Christ, 
Jeanine 

 



“Anglo-Catholic” 
  
The family of believers at St. Mary’s Anglican Church are Anglicans who have chosen to continue in the Traditional 
Faith of the Anglican Church. The word Anglo-Catholic is sometimes used to describe us. Anglo or Anglican 
simply means English Speaking. The Anglican Church is both Catholic and Protestant in nature in that we are 
a Reformed Catholic Church. We are a unique church that bridges Protestantism and Catholicism. A Catholic 
Church is a Church that has maintained the three-fold ministry of Deacons, Priests, and Bishops ordained in 
Apostolic Succession. Apostolic Succession refers to the passing-on of the authority of the Church though the 
laying-on of hands at ordination from Bishops to Bishop, Priest, and Deacon. That passing-on of authority can 
be traced back through our Bishops to the time of the Apostles—the first Bishops of the Church.  
  
The Catholic Church has three main groups of churches, namely the Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and 
Anglican. Our common identity as Catholic is found in the common Scriptures, Creeds, Sacraments, three-fold 
ministry, and Apostolic Succession. The antonym of the word Catholic is Heretic, not Protestant as many 
think. Traditional Anglicans hold firm to the ancient Catholic beliefs of the undivided Church. Sadly, the 
Church did not remain undivided but instead split in two in the year 1054AD. From that point forward until the 
Great Reformation in the 16th Century, the Church was divided in two - The Eastern, or Greek Speaking 
Church (later to be known as the Easter Orthodox Church), and the Western, or Latin Speaking Church (later 
to be known as the Roman Catholic Church). Until the Great Reformation, the Anglican Church, (which was 
also called the Church in England), was the English speaking branch of the western Church. After the Great 
Reformation the Church in England became known as the Church of England, and today all Anglican 
Churches hold this same heritage in common.  
 
The word “Catholic” is very meaningful and is used in many places in the various editions of the Book of 
Common Prayer. Interestingly, the word “Protestant” does not appear in the prayer book (other than in the title 
“The Protestant Episcopal Church”). Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury said, about half a century 
ago, “We have no doctrine of our own – we only possess the Catholic doctrine of the Catholic Church         
enshrined in the Creeds of the Church, and those Creeds we hold without addition or diminution”. In the      
Nicene Creed we profess that “We believe in one Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church.”  
  
There are those who reject the word Catholic and substitute the word universal. The word Catholic in the sense 
of the Church being universal applies only to that period in the history of the Church when there was           
universal agreement as to what constituted true doctrine (doctrine simply means teaching of the Church). The 
word Catholic was used to denote the commonly held doctrine of the Church ‘by all men everywhere’. This 
rule of faith was formulated in the fifth century by St. Vincent of Lerins: as “Let us hold that which has been 
believed every-where, always and by all, for that is truly and properly Catholic.” The word Catholic cannot be 
interpreted as meaning universal alone unless it includes universality of doctrine, order, morals and             
sacraments. The Church is not ours to change as we see fit, or to make into a social club or a political action 
organization. The Church belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ to be used by Him to spread the Good News of the       
salvation offered to all mankind through the shedding of His precious blood on the cross!  
  
 

Let us pray for Christ’s Holy Catholic Church 
 
Gracious Father, we pray for thy holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace. Where it 
is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, 
strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of Jesus Christ thy 
Son our Savior.  Amen.                                                                                        

Book of Common Prayer pg. 816 
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News From St. Barnabas 

 
Hello from Inner-City Fresno.  I have learned     
recently that the quarterly check we receive from 
St. Mary’s includes gifts from individuals as well as 
the Church budget.  I am not aware of the names of 
those who have contributed but I know that the 
Lord is aware and he will bless you.  To all at St. 
Mary’s I want to say thank you for your financial 
and prayer support as well as your friendship in the 
Lord.  You have a special place in my heart. 
 
Due to the current financial situation I have had to 
take on a part time job to help support the work 
God has called me to.  I am happy to say that the 
Lord has opened a door for a courier job which I 
enjoy.  This new job does cut down on my available 
time so I would ask you to pray that as Jesus did I 
will focus on doing  only what the Father is doing 
and not get to caught up in the busyness.   
 
Again, thank you so much for your partnership in 
the gospel and I pray that you will grow and prosper 
in the Lord. 
 

God Bless,  
Pastor Bob Blake 
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Why not join the St. Mary’s Adult Bible Study / Chris-
tian Education Class? We meet in the Bishop Rivera 
Education Center every Wednesday evening from 
6:00pm to 8:00pm for fellowship and study. Bring 
your own “brown bag” supper and a Bible and join us. 
Everyone is welcome, so invite a friend.  An enjoyable 
time is guaranteed by all! Is there a better way to 
spend one evening a week than studying God’s Word? 

The Vine is published quarterly. Contact Fr. Michael at rector@stmarysfresno.com to add or  
suggest material. The next submission deadline is August 20th for the September issue. 
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O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples 
of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach 
peace to those who are far off and to those who are 
near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after 
you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; 
pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the 
coming of your     kingdom; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.                                   BCP pg. 100 



6=7:<
�.�
>#7���
#3<
�6=7:<
�.�
>#7���
#3<
�6=7:<
�.�
>#7���
#3<
�6=7:<
�.�
>#7���
#3<
�� ���
 
 

We are busy keeping St. Mary’s campus maintained and beautified! 
 
 
Work Day on May 2, 2009:   
15 rose bushes were trimmed and some rose bushes sprayed for aphids – Thank 
You, Cynthia Shaheen, for your help.  Rose food/pesticide has also been used. 
Two (2) metal-pipe sign posts (by Life Spring), previously installed with concrete, 
between the Grant trees near Burgan Avenue, have been removed. 
The old, wood sign frame lying near the classroom building (the Bishop Rivera 
Christian Education Center) has been hauled away. 
 

Other Maintenance Repairs: 
Two broken sprinkler pipes were repaired on both sides of paved parking lot. 
Various lawn sprinkler maintenance and repairs are continuing (that includes those recent dry spots you 

may have noticed). 
Former trees’ roots removed by backhoe service, as follows: 

One tree root system in lawn area between church building and office 
One tree root system in lawn area west of hospitality building 
Four tree root systems in south parking lot/garden area  

Backhoe service helped uncover (and bury again) the recurring, annual sink-hole at the north side of Me-
morial Garden—surprise concrete lid over a cesspool pit. 

 
Driveway Repair: 

Upcoming repair to St. Mary’s asphalt-driveway-entrance will take place soon. The excavation damage 
was due to the trenching (late in 2008) from St. Mary’s main water source to irrigate the Grant trees. 

You have probably noticed St. Mary’s former driveway to the dirt parking lot has been blocked with two 
levels of wood barriers.  This is a visual deterrent for drivers of heavy diesel trucks and trailers, the 
UPS and FEDEX delivery trucks, heavy construction trucks, City garbage trucks, and other heavy 
trucks we have witnessed, from further wearing-out and/or damaging St. Mary’s parking lots by using 
both of St. Mary’s driveways to turn-around or reverse direction of their heavy vehicles and trailers on 
Burgan Avenue. 

 
Junior Warden, 

��������	�
��3������4
�������
���3������4
�������
���3������4
�������
���3������4
�������
��

 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to preach peace to 
those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere may seek after you and find 
you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all flesh; and hasten the coming of your     
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                BCP pg. 100 
 

    The Rev. Martin & Rose Bunsy – Laos 
    The Rev. Jim & Philista Short – Uganda 
    The Rev. Frank & Anne Bernardi – Tunisia 
    The Rev. Bob Blake – Fresno, California 
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 O God, our times are in your hand:  Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another year.  
Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their  trust in your goodness all the days of 
their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                BCP pg. 830 
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 O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between 
Christ and his Church: Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a 
haven of blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen.                                                                                                     BCP pg. 431 

;����%������%�����8���������;����%������%�����8���������;����%������%�����8���������;����%������%�����8���������� ���
��������

����

6���6���6���6���� ���
���� ;����%���;����%���;����%���;����%���� ��� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ����8������������8������������8������������8��������� ���
�

1  Kathleen Molina 18 Rosemary Dorian  2 Wynn and Sammy Hawkyard 
5  Jillyann Hopkins 19 Annie Van Patten  3 Scott and Bonnie Drimmel 
9 Fr. Donald Seeks 20 Ginger Grant   6 Philip and Kimberly Clugston 
10 Linda Monreal  22 Jennifer Ward   9 Robert and Kathleen Molina 
12  Heidi Morgan   Roseanna Masutsubo  15 Anthony and Paula Velez 
 Nobu Masutsubo 23 Pam Cutting Murphy  18 William and Carol Chandler 
 Elena Velez  25 Bret Hedrick   19 Don and Ginger Grant 
13 Brandy Swisher 28 Deborah Boyett  24 Mike and Jennifer Ward 
17  Megan Gordon      25 Larry and Julie Tsutsui 
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4 Ed Fischer  16 Julia Tsutsui   11 Ron and Lisa Hunt 
5 Walt Baun  17 Chuck Shaheen  22 Peter and Mary Lou Painter 
6 Craig Moltzen  26 Wilma Tsutsui 
9 Wyatt Gordon  27 April Bates 
12 Annette Bianco 29 Georgia Saicoe  
14  Hannah Tsutsui 31 Janet Ficklin 
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2  Reno Pineda  18 Dene Ann Parker  2 Paul and Stacey Kapigian 
3 Laurel Manfredi  Elmer Lehman   8 Tim and Boonrod Lueth 
6 Bill Chandler  20 Emily Jones   15 Reno and Betty Pineda 
11 Don Grant  21 Fr. Tony Monreal  16 Harry and Elaine Fredrickson 
 Richard Hubert 24 Earl Hudson   17 Walt and Betty Baun 
12 Rachel Peterson 25 Kyle Metry   19 Tom and Priscilla Metry 
15 Mary Witzenburg  Pastor Bob Blake  23 Richard and Sara Hubert 
    26 Allison Patteson 
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Attention All Campers 
Thanks to the great success of 
the Rummage Sale we are able 
to offer scholarships to the vari-
ous camps. Camp is just around 
the corner. Decide which Camp 

that you want to attend.  Scholarships cover: Camp 
H2O $200.00; Science Camp $200.00 and Enrich-
ment Camp $125.00.  Additional financial help is 
available just call the office and let us know.  Cop-
ies of Camp Brochures and Registration Forms are     
available on the table in the back of the church. 
 
Camp H2O: July 19 to July 25 at ECCO for ages 
13 and up. Tuition is $325 per camper. 
 
Art, Science, Ecology Camp: July 27 to August 1 
at Camp San Joaquin for grades 7 to 12. Tuition is 
$325 per camper. 
 
Enrichment Camp: July 29 to August 1 at Camp 
San Joaquin for grades 4 to 8. Tuition is $225 per 
camper. 
 

REGISTER NOW!!! 
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Bishop Schofield has officially called a Special 
Convention of the Diocese for Saturday, August 
1st.  The purpose of the Special Convention is two-
fold:  First, to ratify the actions of the Provincial 
Assembly of the Province of the Anglican Church 
in North America (ACNA), and 2nd: To perform a 
half year review of our Diocesan budget.  All dele-
gates, or alternates, should prepare for this ONE 
DAY meeting at St. James’ Cathedral. 
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We thank You LORD  
for all the blessings of this life 

 
For Our Graduates 

Cameron Ward (Sunnyside High School) 
Susan Owen (California State University Fresno) 
Charlie Shaheen (Washington State University) 

 
For Our New Homeowners 

The Masutsubo Family (Fresno, CA) 
The Sclafani Family (Fresno, CA) 

 
For Ordination Anniversary to the Diaconate 

Fr. Michael P. Sclafani SSM (July 9) 
 

For all the Men and Women of the US Military 
serving at home and abroad and for their families 
 
Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care 
and keeping all the men and women of our armed 
forces at home and abroad.  Defend them day by 
day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in 
their trials and temptations; give them courage to 
face the perils which beset them; and grant them a 
sense of your abiding presence wherever they may 
be; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. BCP Pg. 823 
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Beginning Friday June 19 we will offer a Tra-
ditional Healing Service with Laying-on of 
Hands, Anointing with Holy Oil, and Holy 

Communion from the Reserve Sacrament the 
third Friday of every month at 6:30pm. Our 

Summer Healing Service dates are  
June 19, July 17, and August 21. 
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Please be sure to send us an email at the office so 
that we have YOUR email address on file. Please 
email Maryann at office@stmarysfresno.com 
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All baptized Christians who are prepared to receive the precious Body and Blood of Christ are welcome to  
receive Holy Communion in our Church. The following exhortation is found on pg. 316 of the Book of    
Common Prayer: “Beloved in the Lord: Our Savior Christ, on the night before he suffered, instituted the     
Sacrament of his Body and Blood as a sign and pledge of his love, for the continual remembrance of the sacri-
fice of his death, and for a spiritual sharing in his risen life. For in these holy Mysteries we are made one with 
Christ, and Christ with us; we are made one body in him, and members one of another. Having in mind,   
therefore, his great love for us, and in obedience to his command, his Church renders to Almighty God our 
heavenly Father never ending thanks for the creation of the world, for his continual providence over us, for his 
love for all mankind, and for the redemption of the world by our Savior Christ, who took upon himself our 
flesh, and humbled himself even to death on the cross, that he might 
make us the children of God by the power of the Holy Spirit, and exalt 
us to everlasting life. But if we are to share rightly in the celebration of 
those holy Mysteries, and be      nourished by that spiritual Food, we 
must remember the dignity of that holy Sacrament. I therefore call upon 
you to consider how Saint Paul ex- horts all persons to prepare       
themselves carefully before eating of that Bread and drinking of that Cup. 
For, as the benefit is great, if with penitent hearts and living faith we 
receive the holy Sacrament, so is the danger great, if we receive it        
improperly, not recognizing the Lord’s Body. Judge yourselves, 
therefore, lest you be judged by the Lord. Examine your lives and     
conduct by the rule of God’s com- mandments, that you may perceive 
wherein you have offended in what you have done or left undone, whether in thought, word, or deed. And   
acknowledge your sins before Almighty God, with full purpose of amendment of life, being ready to make  
restitution for all injuries and wrongs done by you to others; and also being ready to forgive those who have 
offended you, in order that you yourselves may be forgiven. And then, being reconciled with one another, 
come to the banquet of that most heavenly Food. And if, in your preparation, you need help and counsel, then 
go and open your grief to a discreet and understanding priest, and confess your sins, that you may receive the 
benefit of absolution, and spiritual counsel and advice; to the removal of scruple and doubt, the assurance of 
pardon, and the strengthening of your faith. To Christ our Lord who loves us, and washed us in his own blood, 
and made us a kingdom of priests to serve his God and Father, to him be glory in the Church evermore. 
Through him let us offer continually the sacrifice of praise, which is our bounden duty and service, and, with 
faith in him, come boldly before the throne of grace.” 

A Prayer for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and   
govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 
may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      BCP pg. 100 

 

Betty Kitts  Sara Werner  Scott and Bonnie Drimmel  Judge Corona 
 

A Prayer for Recovery from Sickness 
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to 
your servants the help of your power, that their sickness may be turned into health, and our sorrow into 
joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                     BCP pg. 458 
 

Mikie Kapigian  Penny Hagopian  Tiffannie Ratchford  Gene Roberson 
Deidre Werner-Liske  Manee Liske   Joan Underdown  Tom Forte 
Dr. Robert Dahlgren  Vic Muzny   Kathy Cabbiness  Andrew Sclafani 
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          Mailing Label 

 

 

NEED A RIDE?     If you need transportation to    
Worship Services or Medical Appointments please 
call the Church at (559) 255-4883 and arrangements 
will be made. 


