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Rectorõs Ramblings  

 

My Dear Saint Maryôs Parish Family, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

 As you read this newsletter we have begun planning for some very exciting 

events in the life of our parish. Our new Sunday School Ministry Team Leader 

(Peppy Sclafani) and I have been working with our Sunday School Ministry 

Team (Debbie Bates, Sara Hubert, Mary Lou Painter, Paula Velez, Kristina 

Metry, and Cameron Ward) to prepare for the new school year. We are very 

excited about growing this program and welcoming new students. This year 

we will offer Sunday School for four age groups. Nursery, led by Kris Metry 

for ages 0-3; Younger Elementary, led by Mary Lou Painter for ages 4-7; 

Older Elementary, led by Debbie Bates for ages 8-12; and a year-long Teen 

Confirmation Class, led by Cameron Ward for ages 13+. Sara Hubert and 

Paula Velez will serve as substitute teaches as needed. Peppy will plan and 

prepare all lessons for all classes, and will float between classes and fill in 

where needed as she supervises the program. Sunday School takes place from 

9:00am until 10:30am when our youth join us in the church for the 10:30am 

Mass. The curriculum we will be using this year is called Whole People of 

God. It is based on the three year cycle of Bible readings found in the 

Lectionary. The Lectionary helps all of us become more biblically educated 

because it makes it possible for us to hear most of the major passages of the 

Bible in a 3-year period.  And, best of all, using a lectionary based curriculum 

allows for good family follow-up conversations, because the passages used for 

the Sunday School lessons are the same passages used during our Sunday 

worship. Worship and education are very closely linked for all ages. Each 

week, the Whole People of God curriculum includes activities, worship, praise, 

Bible exploration, and even wonderful lessons for our little ones in the Nursery. The Whole People of God 

curriculum will be supplemented with additional Anglican specific materials to create an outstanding well 

rounded Anglican Sunday School Program. Please keep our students and the entire Sunday School Ministry 

Team in your prayers as they begin the school year. 

 

On Sunday September 20 at 4:00pm Bishop Schofield will visit our parish and will be officially installing me 

as Rector of Saint Maryôs. You are invited to attend this glorious event. A parish supper will follow the 

service, so be prepared to worship Our Lord in the Beauty of Holiness and to Fellowship with one another in 

Christôs love! That day we will not have our regularly scheduled 8:00am and 10:30am Services, but will 

instead have a single combined service at 4:00pm. If you cannot make the 4:00pm service consider attending 

Mass on Saturday evening at 6:30pm instead. Please keep me in your prayers as we approach this special day. 

 

On September 25 & 26, and October 2 & 3, I will be attending a San Joaquin Chaplain Training conference 

here in Fresno. This training will qualify me to serve in the future as a chaplain to any law enforcement agency 

in the San Joaquin Valley. Having been a Law Enforcement Officer in South Florida I may well explore 

serving our valleys finest as a Chaplain at some point in the future. 
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Weekly Schedule 
 

Weekend Worship Services  

Saturday at 6:30pm 

Sunday at 8:00am  

Sunday at 10:30am 
 

Coffee Fellowship after Mass 
 

Children's Sunday School 9:00am 

Adult Sunday School Forum 9:15am 
 

Adult Bible Study/Christian Education 

Wednesday Evenings at 6:00pm 
 

Baptism and Confirmation  

Contact Fr. Michael for information 
 

Reconciliation / Confession  

by appointment 
 

Home and Hospital  

Visitations as requested 
 

The Church Office is open Tuesday 

thru Friday from 8:30am to 3:30pm 
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On October 2-4 Peppy will be attending a Clergy Wives Retreat at beautiful ECCO. This is a wonderful 

opportunity for Peppy to meet, worship with, and fellowship with the wives of the clergy in our diocese. The 

wives also have a unique opportunity to spend one-on-one time with our bishop as they celebrate his birthday 

with him.  

 

On Sunday October 4 we will remember Saint Frances of Assisi with the Blessing of the Animals. We will still 

have our regular 8:00am and 10:30am Services that day, but later in the afternoon at 4:00pm we will return to the 

church with our pets and will gather on the shaded lawn between the church office and the church building for 

prayer and a personal blessing of each and every animal. Mark your calendar, tell a friend, and bring your pets! 

 

Our monthly Healing Service continues through the fall as we gather at the church for healing of mind, body, and 

spirit at 6:30pm the third Friday of each month. This service includes readings from Holy Scripture, healing 

litany prayers for ourselves and for others, laying-on of hands, anointing with Holy Oil, and Holy Communion 

from the Reserve Sacrament. Healing needs can be for yourself or for others. Our Fall Healing Service dates are 

September 18, October 16, and November 20.  

 

I am very happy to report that Saint Maryôs is in the process of forming a chapter of the Daughters of the Holy 

Cross. The chapter will be meeting in the Bp. Rivera Education Center the first Sunday of every month after the 

10:30am Mass. The Order is open to all women of the parish, so consider attending one of the meetings.  

 

Our Annual Diocesan Convention takes place at St. James Anglican Cathedral on October 23 & 24. This will be 

our very first Diocesan Convention as a Diocese in the Anglican Church in North America! 

 

Christian Education opportunities abound at Saint Maryôs. Anthony Velez facilitates an Adult Sunday School 

Forum in the Bp. Rivera Education Center every Sunday morning from 9:15am to 10:15am. This 60 minute study 

takes place between the 8:00am and 10:30am worship services and is designed for both teens and adults. We are 

currently studying The Jesus Creed: Loving God, Loving Others by Scot McKnight. Please contact Anthony at 

(559) 255-2310 for more information. I facilitate a Wednesday Evening Study in the Bp. River Education Center 

every Wednesday evening from 6:00pm to 8:00pm We start off our sessions by gathering for an informal "bring 

your own brown-bag supper" and fellowship followed by a very relaxed study session focused on how God's 

Word is alive and extremely relevant to our lives today. Sessions often include the use of video and/or audio 

teaching aids. The meal and fellowship is from 6:00pm to 6:30pm, and the study is from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. We 

are currently studying The 10 Commandments. Please contact Fr. Michael at (559) 255-4883 for more 

information. And Deborah Boyett leads a Womenôs Study at her home located at 664 W. Muncie Ave in Clovis 

(East of Willow, North of Nees, off Timmy) Thursday evenings from 7:00pm to 8:30pm (Sep. 10 thru Nov. 19). 

This 90 minute study is open to all women. We are currently studying Living Beyond Yourself: Exploring the 

Fruit of The Spirit by Beth Moore. This is a 10-week interactive Bible study of the fruit of The Spirit as presented 

in the book of Galatians and concentrating on Galatians 5:22-23. Participants walk through each trait listed in the 

fruit and encourages women to know the freedom of a Spirit-filled life. Please contact Deborah at (559) 323-6334 

for more information. If you are not already involved in one or more of these studies I encourage you to consider 

trying one or all of them. Also please remember that all of these studies are open everyone, both inside and 

outside of our parish family, so consider inviting someone to go to a study with you. Also, if you feel called to 

start up and lead a new study yourself (perhaps a daytime study) please let me know! 

 

 On Saturday October 31 and Sunday November 1 we celebrate the Feasts of All Souls and of All Saints. At all of 

our services that weekend we will remember by name those loved ones who have passed from this life into the 

next. As we approach that weekend I will have a sign-up sheet available in the narthex for you to list the names 

of those you would like remembered.    

 

And finally on Sunday November 29 (the First Sunday in Advent) at 6:30pm we will be celebrating An Advent 

Festival of Lessons and Carols as a kick-off to the Advent season. This is a non-Eucharistic Ecumenical Service 

in which I hope to have clergy and congregations from other area Christian Churches participate.    Mark your  



Altar Flowers  
 

Are you interested in donating Altar Flowers in memory of a 

special event or in memory someone special? Simply fill out 

this form, place it in an envelope with your donation, and 

drop it in the  collection plate on Sunday. You can take the 

flowers home after Mass if you like, or we will pass them on 

to brighten someone else's day! 
 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

 

Intention: ___________________________________________ 

 

Date I would like the flowers: ___________________________ 

 

Number of vases donated: ______________________________ 

(flowers cost $25 per vase)  
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calendar now and plan to bring a friend. Lessons and Carols are always a wonderful way to share our           

excitement about the first and second coming of the Messiah with those we love, but it is also the perfect time 

to share that gift with those who donôt yet know Christ. 

 

There are many more exciting things happening at Saint Maryôs but I am running out of room here. Check our 

parish website at www.StMarysFresno.com often for the latest news and events scheduled and I look forward 

to seeing you in church!  

       In Christôs love, 

 

       Fr. Michael+  

 

Parish Vestry and Staff 
 
 

Fr. Michael P. Sclafani SSM, Rector 

rector@stmarysfresno.com 
 

Jeanine Werner, Sr. Warden 

jeanine@inreachtech.net 
 

Lisa Hunt, Jr. Warden & Clerk  

LLH@theworks.com 
 

Judy Wilson, Treasurer 

Judy@stmarysfresno.com 
 

Gene Bebb, Vestry Member 
 

Tom Metry, Vestry Member 
 

Jack Van Patten, Vestry Member 
 

Anthony Velez, Vestry Member 
 

Mike Ward, Vestry Member  

_______________ 
 

 

Debbie Bates, Parish Sexton 
 

Maryann Ratchford, Parish Administrator  
 

Music Ministry Team Leaders 

Shannon Campbell,  

Deborah Boyett, Jeanine Werner 
 

Sunday School Ministry Team 

Debbie Bates, Sara Hubert, Cameron Ward  

Mary Lou Painter, Peppy Sclafani, Paula Velez 
 

Youth Group Ministry Team 

Mike & Jennifer Ward, Josh Metry,    

Cameron Ward, Fr. Michael & Peppy Sclafani,  

O my God, I believe in You, I hope in You,  

I love You. I grieve that I have so often 

offended You by my sins. I resolve 

henceforth, by Your grace and mercy,  

to lead a better life. Amen! 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Installation 

 

Installation:   
Fr. Michael will be officially installed as 

Rector by Bishop Schofield on Sunday 

September 20 at 4:00pm. Fellowship 

follows the service. Everyone is invited 

to attend this very special event! 



Music Ministry News 
 
 

Celebrating Brenda Saicoõs Music Ministry 
 

After faithfully serving the family at Saint Maryôs Anglican Church for several years as leader of the 
Worship & Praise Ministry Team, our dear sister Brenda Saico has decided to answer what she describes 
as Godôs call to her to embark on new, and as yet unknown, ministries outside of the four walls of Saint 
Maryôs Church. Brenda will be leaving us after leading her final Worship & Praise Sunday on September 
13. Brendaôs dedication to her ministry is, and has been very much appreciated, and we know that     
wherever God calls her to minister she will be a blessing to many. Saint Maryôs will always be her parish 
home and she will always be a part of our family. She will be greatly missed. Please keep Brenda in your 
prayers as she discerns Godôs call in the coming weeks and months. THANK YOU FOR YOUR       
SERVICE BRENDA! MAY GOD CONTINUE TO RICHLEY BLESS YOU! LOVE, YOUR SAINT 
MARYôS PARISH FAMILY. 
 

 
Celebrating Shannon Campbellõs New Music Ministry 

 

Several weeks ago Shannon Campbell and her husband Kyle began worshipping with us at our 6:30pm 
Saturday Evening Mass. Shannon graciously offered to provide our worship music on Saturdays and has 
been doing so for several weeks. Upon receiving the news that Brenda would be leaving us I spoke with 
Shannon about the possibility of leading our Music Ministry Team. After a period of prayer and           
discernment Shannon has decided to volunteer as our Music Ministry Team Leader. After meeting with 
Shannon, Debra Boyett, and Jeanine Werner we have a clear vision and direction for the Music Ministry 
at Saint Maryôs. Rather than having a ñChoirò and a ñPraise Teamò we will have a single combined Music 
Ministry Team. We will celebrate the richness of our Anglican Hymnal by singing traditional Hymns 
from the Hymnal for our Opening Hymn and Closing Hymn each week. We will also celebrate the       
uplifting nature of the treasure of Contemporary Christian Music by singing Contemporary Christian 
Songs in between the hymns. And we will celebrate the energy and excitement of Praise Music by       
encouraging the Music Ministry Team to offer more Praise Anthems during the offertory on Sundays. It is 
our hope and prayer that this ministry grows and that it will be open to all. If you used to sing with the 
Choir or the Praise Team, or if you have always wanted to try to, please consider joining the Music     
Ministry Team. The Team will continue to meet to practice on Monday evenings at 6:30pm and on      
Sundays at 9:15am.  
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A Prayer for Guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray you so to guide and   

govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but 

may remember that we are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.      BCP pg. 100 
 

Betty Kitts  Sara Werner  Scott and Bonnie Drimmel  Sean Abdella 

 

A Prayer for Recovery from Sickness 
O God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of sufferers: Mercifully accept our prayers, and grant to 

your servants the help of your power, that their sickness may be turned into health, and our sorrow into 

joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.                                                                                     BCP pg. 458 
 

Mikie Kapigian  Penny Hagopian  Cameron Ward  Jean Maloney 

Deidre Werner-Liske  Tami Lueth   Annette Bianco  Arlene Wilson 

Vic Muzny   Kathy Cabbiness  Juanita    Mark Gordon 



VOTIVE CANDLES 
by E. S. Gale 

 
There is good reason to believe that people have made various sorts of votive offerings 

since preΆhistoric times. Such offerings were not necessarily or obviously what we would 

understand as clearly having a 'votive' character; that is, as being related to a 'vow'. It was 

common in pagan times to make votive offerings to accompany prayers in time of illness 

or danger, upon recovery from illness or preservation from danger, in association with   

funeral rites, and in connection with major ventures to be undertaken. Secondly, votive offerings were made 

for purely honorific purposes, in order to express one's regard for the gods or the emperor. Thirdly, votive   

offerings were made to emphasize one's sincerity in making a vow, since such offerings were often made at 

considerable expense and inconvenience. But the idea of making a vow was implicit also in making an        

offering associated with prayer or the showing of honour, since people usually made their offerings with a 

view to influencing the gods to look favourably upon them thereby; so the votive offering was regarded as a 

sort of 'downΆpayment' on an even better offering which was 'vowed' to be made if the gods would answer the 

prayers of the offerer. 

 

Lest we think ourselves superior to those people in pagan times who made such attempts to 'propitiate the 

gods' for selfish reasons, let us ask ourselves how often we have promised God we would do Ά or never again 

do Ά this or that if only He would change something or give us something! In this, as in most things, we tend to 

think and act much as our forbears did. 

 

Neither the pagan origins of votive offerings nor their abuse throughout history, however, speaks against their 

proper use today. One example of a 'good' votive offering to God, in the Old Testament, is that of the childless 

Hannah who vowed to devote her son to the service of the Lord if she could only bear a son (I Samuel 1: 11Ά-
28). An example from the New Testament involves S. Paul (Acts 21: 23Ά24; see also 18:18). 

 

Obviously, votive offerings can take many forms, but they all involve the making of an offering to God in  

connection with a specific prayer intention, either of intercession, thanksgiving, or promise (see S. Luke 2: 

22Ά24). 

 

This brings us to votive candles. They are a 'Christianised' version of the ancient votive offerings: they are 

lighted, a small monetary offering is made, and prayers are said on occasions of special prayer for the sick, the 

departed, etc.; on anniversaries of Baptism, Confirmation, and Marriage; or in connection with vows made (for 

instance) in Advent and Lent, and after Confession. 

 

The offering of votive candles has much merit: they 'cost us' something, but it is an amount all can afford; the 

manual act involved and the visual image retained are intended to help us to recall the purpose for which the 

candle was lighted, for as long as it burns; this in turn prompts us to repeat our prayer of thanksgiving or     

petition, or to reinforce our vow. Also, the realization that the light is burning, even when no one is around to 

see it, reminds us that God 'remembers' the purpose for which we prayed even should we forget momentarily. 

 

The lighting of a candle, whatever the occasion, and wherever, always brings an almost mystical sense of 

warmth, and illumination, and comfort, and hope, with which no electric light can ever compare. It is for this 

reason that when we think of "the Light of Christ" which illuminates our way and is a guiding beacon, we do 

not think of a light bulb or neon sign; we think of a living flame. 

 

With the proper motivation and intention, then, the lighting of votive candles is a valid and efficacious means 

of making frequent, affordable thankΆofferings, of strengthening our intercessory prayers, and of helping us to 

fulfill our vows to God. 
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A Delicious Recipe  
From Jane Lehman 

 

Peach Praline Pie 
 

 

 4 cups sliced peaches 

 1/2 cup sifted flour 

 3/4 cup granulated sugar  

 1/4 cup firmly packed brown sugar 

 2 tablespoons quick cooking tapioca 

 1/2 cube butter 

 1 stick of pie crust mix  

 1/2 cup chopped pecans 

 (Jane makes her own pie crust)* 

 

¶  Mix peaches, granulated sugar and tapioca 

 in a large bowl; let stand while preparing  

       pastry. 

¶  Prepare pie crust.  Roll out to a 12 inch 

 round on a lightly floured pastry board to fit 

 into a 9 inch pie plate. Trim overhang to 1/2 

 inch. Turn under, flush with rim; flute. 

¶  Combine flour and brown sugar in a small 

 bowl; cut in butter or margarine with a pas

 try blender until mixture is crumbly. Stir in 

 pecans. Sprinkle 1/3 of this over bottom of 

 pastry shell, top with peach mixture;      

 sprinkle remaining pecan mixture over to 

 peaches. 

¶  Bake in 450 degree hot oven for 10 minutes. 

 Lower heat to 350 degrees; bake 20 minutes 

 longer, or until peaches are tender and the 

 top is golden. 

 

 *Pie crust: 1 cup flour, 1/3 cup Crisco plus 1 

 tablespoon more; blend with pastry cutter; 

 mixture should be the size of peas.  Add 

 cold water to form into a ball. 

 

Mmmmmmmmm! 
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Take my body Jesus, eyes and ears and tongue. 
Never let them Jesus, help to do thee wrong. 
Take my heart and fill it, full of love for thee.  

All I have I give thee, give thyself to me. 
 

Soul of Christ sanctify me. Body of Christ save me. 
Blood of Christ inebriate me. 

Water from the side of Christ wash me. 
Passion of Christ strengthen me. 

O good Jesus hear me! 
Within thy wounds hide me. 

 At the hour of my death call me,  
and bid me come to thee. 

So that with all the Angels and Saints,  
I may praise thee forever and ever. 

 
Amen! 

The Vine is published quarterly. Contact Fr. Michael at rector@stmarysfresno.com to add or  

suggest material. The next submission deadline is November 20th for the Winter issue. 

Food Pantry 
Our Saint James Anglican Cathedral  

operates a food pantry that is open every 

Wednesday from 3:00pm to 5:00pm. Fr. 

Michael has spoken with Fr. Van    

McCalister about Saint Maryôs supporting the         

Cathedral Food Pantry by collecting non-perishable 

food items each Sunday and then sending them to the 

Cathedral Food Pantry each Wednesday afternoon. 

This is a wonderful way for our parish to be directly       

involved in a Food Pantry ministry and at the same 

time to be ministering with our brothers and sisters at 

the Cathedral. Starting Sunday Sept. 13 we will ask 

the congregation to bring in specific items to be      

deposited in a laundry type basket as you enter the 

church. Each week our ushers will bring that basket 

forward with our collection to become part of our ob-

lations offering to God. Fr. Michael will bless the food 

and it will be brought to the Food Pantry on    

Wednesdays. If you can volunteer to transport the   

collected food to the Cathedral one or more     

Wednesday each month please see Fr. Michael. 


